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We Who Live By Words
Words can be weapons, instruments of violence.
Words can deceive and pervert the truth.
Words can be used to trigger hatred, prejudice and unreason.
May consciousness of words' potential for harm be always with us,
we who live by words.
Words can confuse and be barriers to true communication.
Words often fail to express what we really mean.
Words can become idols, burdened with an import they cannot bear.
May awareness of the inadequacy of words be always with us,
we who live by words.
Words can raise up and empower, heal and reconcile.
Words can bring understanding and enlightenment.
Words can be vehicles of compassion.
May knowledge of the good that words can do be always with us,
we who live by words.
May the words we use be words of kindness, words of humour and goodwill.
Words that come from the overflowing of a loving heart.
Cliff Reed (submitted by Bernard McHugh)

FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK
At our last congregational meeting a Member bemoaned the needless
complexity of much Unitarian preaching and worship material, claimed mostly
to be produced by men! To this tendency she attributed the almost complete
failure of Unitarianism to make any meaningful communication with the
"ordinary" populace of our great country, (is that complex enough?).
I think she's probably spot on. I would have to plead guilty to enjoying poring
over philosophical writings and comparing this tendency and that tendency. I
suspect some Unitarians have made a career out of it. Also, there's no doubt
that men do like to collect things and have projects. The things can range from

railway engine numbers, to CDs, football teams, political parties, religions,
armies and countries. Men have been largely responsible for foisting their
religious ideas on the long-suffering planet, wreaking death and destruction in
most places over the centuries. In the process they tend to ignore, eliminate or
shout down the female viewpoint. As a case in point you will have noted how
wonderfully informative the recent Clegg/Farage TV debates have been. You'd
think women would learn, but no, along comes Maria Miller, trying to act as a
male cabinet minister would: grabbing the expenses and promptly ending up
on her backside.
Perhaps we should have an all female Unitarian Executive Committee, then
they could only blame themselves. But I think a good start on the
gobbledegook front would be to take a look at the "Object of the General
Assembly", clearly drawn up by a committee of men and meaningless to the
bloke on the Clapham omnibus, assuming he has his Oyster card or whatever.
Why not shunt this into well-earned retirement to become the "emeritus"
Object, a bit like an elderly orchestral conductor. Then we could take a look at
the UUA's seven Principles, which might be more suitably adapted to provide
a working remit, more usefully promoted amongst our fellow citizens, as they
wade amongst the debris of austerity, benefit caps, fiscal probity, the demise of
the Co-op, Scottish nationalism, football teams being called tigers etc. It could
also be read out to the English cricket team before every match: that might
make them stay at the crease a bit longer.
Happy Easter (if one is allowed to say that).
Keith Brown

THE SPIRIT OF THE MORNING.
The mist on the fields still hangs low,
As the first light of day begins to show,
Around the farms cock crowing heralds the dawn,
As over the countryside a new day is born.
Over the fields and farmsteads daybreak has come,
By the shining through of the morning sun.
The bleating of sheep falls on the ear,
As the mist on the fields begins to clear.
Cattle are heard lowing here and there,
The sound of dogs barking is everywhere,
The noise of tractor engines fills the air,
As the whole of the countryside begins to stir.
Nature in hedgerows and woods comes to life,
Birds all around are seen in flight,
Activity is seen at the start of a new day,
As nature contributes in her different way.
The spirit of the morning has come to stay,
Will continue throughout another day.
Dennis Craven. (submitted by Dorothy Morgan)

NOTICE BOARD

Circle Services.
I thought it might be helpful to remind people about what I believe has been
agreed regarding Congregational Circle Services. This is an experiment, which
we hope will help to enable all of us to make a contribution to our Sunday
worship, refreshing the content and perhaps providing something different to
the usual "hymn sandwich". It also helps Mike, by at least removing the need to
fill one Sunday slot. It's success does, of course, to some degree, depend on
people being prepared to make some contribution, either in the form of a
reading, or by choosing music or a hymn. You can also simply ask for some
piece to be read for you. There will be a service order, so it will be useful to
have some notice of your contribution by, say, the Wednesday before the Circle

Service. Then I've got chance to sort things out. When due, Congregational
Meetings will follow Circle Services.
The next Circle Service will be on Sunday 4th May and will be on the broad
theme of The Sea. I look forward to hearing from you!
Keith Brown

REACHING OUT

Please support our forthcoming coffee morning on Friday 11th April in
aid of the Dove House Hospice, 10.30 to 12.00 at Park Street.
Marie Penn writes: "Dove House are making a special appeal this year, because
of the severe cut in their funding. This has been halved this year, which is
equivalent to removing the care for three roomfuls of very sick people. I very
much hope that you will support this very worthy cause."

Other Readings: “Easter and Ostara”
Easter gets its name from the Teutonic goddess of spring and the dawn, whose
name is spelled Oestre or Eastre. (The origin of the word east, the direction of
the rising sun, comes from various Germanic, Austro-Hungarian words for
dawn that share the root for the word aurora, which means “to shine”) Modern
pagans have generally accepted the spelling Ostara (Oh-star-ah), which
honours this goddess as the word for the Vernal Equinox.
Vernal Equinox usually falls somewhere between March 19 and March 22
(note that many resources only mention March 21, as opposed to the date of
the actual Equinox), and depending on when the first full moon on or after the
Equinox occurs, Easter falls sometime between late March and mid-April.
The earth reawakens to a burgeoning new season of life-giving, life-affirming
gifts. As the sun becomes stronger there is a sense of joyful abundance. With
the end of the cold, dark months, ancient pagans no longer needed to store and
ration foodstuffs. Often the tastiest cured meats were presented to the spring
celebrations and feasts as a sign that the people no longer needed to stockpile
food.
The equinox was recognized world wide as a time for renewal, rebirth, and
revivification. It was the celebration of the symbolic resurrection of earth
itself, Christ, and Hathor (of Egypt) to name a few.
Adrianne Ross, UUA

COFFEE, COFFEE, COFFEE!
Coffee, Coffee, Coffee,
Praise the strength of Coffee.
Early in the morn we rise with
Thoughts of only Thee!
Served fresh or reheated,
Dark by then defeated,
Brewed black by perk or drip or instantly!
Though all else we scoff, we
Come to church for Coffee
If we’re late to congregate, we
Come in time for Thee.
Coffee, our one ritual,
Drinking it habitual,
Brewed black by perk or drip or instantly!
Coffee, the communion
Of our Uni Union,
Symbol of our sacred ground, our
One necessity.
Feel the holy power
At our Coffee hour,
Brewed black by perk or drip or instantly!
Christopher Raible

Rev. Christopher G. Raible published this song, along with other humorous works
of his, in Hymns of the Cerebration of Strife (1990), itself a play on the UUA
hymnal, Hymns for the Celebration of Life. It is sung to the tune of ‘Holy, Holy,
Holy’, the original Trinitarian words for which were written by Reginald Heber
(1783–1826).

CHESTER'S PIECE
Hi Fans ,
It’s so nice to be back! I’d like to say by popular demand,
but thank you Susan, anyway.
I was eaves-dropping the other day in church, or more correctly, I was
listening in on a post-service conversation in which Adrian was trying his best
to emphasise the point that it was HWMO who writes this column and not
‘yours truly’. Now, I’ve a lot of respect for Adrian; he is not slow on sharing his
biscuits and has been known on the odd occasion to tickle my belly on
demand. The trouble is, he became quite animated when nobody present
professed to believe him and took the opposite view. I can understand his
frustration at feeling isolated on this delicate subject but he really is in danger
of losing his grip on reality if he thinks he can browbeat my ardent followers
into sharing his cock-eyed view of this column. I’m sorry but I just needed to
get it off my chest.
I can’t surely be the only one to have noticed but our seating arrangements
seem to have gone somewhat awry of late, leaving me feeling a little
vulnerable inside a circle and being eyed closely throughout the service. The
point is, I don’t mind being the centre of attraction when food is in the offing
but I really would prefer to be a little less conspicuous during those off-putting
silences. I say off-putting as I have to keep opening my eyes from time to time
just to ensure everyone has not disappeared with the treats – very tedious.
If anyone would like to share their views on this or any other matter please
feel free to ask my advice. Some of you have delicate problems, I know, but
perhaps a canine’s point of view might put a different perspective on
something which is bothering you. I would go so far as to say my
psychoanalysis technique might be just the thing to get you back on the rails,
as it were. (I assure you, I am not specifically directing this to you Adrian)
Regards, Chester

EASTER AND A FREE RELIGIOUS FAITH
Easter can be a bit of a difficult time for Unitarians, because it is perhaps when
we seem most obviously cut adrift from the "mainstream" Christian
community. Yet, when I came to the Unitarian community, I came because I
identified with the things Unitarians said they believed in, as much as for those
they denied. I believe that down the years Unitarians have adopted a pretty
consistent line regarding the humanity of Jesus of Nazareth. Recently, I've been
reading what Unitarians were saying about these beliefs as long ago as early
1945 in a Unitarian Commission Report called "A Free Religious Faith".
The Commission noted that "Early Christians believed that Jesus Christ had
been raised from the dead and that he had ascended into heaven, from which he
would return with the new order. There is no part of the Gospel story so confused
and contradictory as the accounts of the resurrection. As symbols and pictures
these stories had their value. As professed statements of fact they work untold
mischief. To identify belief in Christianity with belief in them is fatal. Myths and
symbols exist at different levels, and the Virgin birth; the physical Resurrection
and Ascension are stumbling-blocks rather than helps to many to-day." Further
they affirmed "not so much that it is mistaken to say that God Himself once
appeared as a human being upon this earth at a moment of time, as that it is
inconceivable and utterly incompatible with thought. The Incarnation is true of
all men, or it is meaningless."
I think that this message has been reaffirmed down the years by successive
Unitarian writers. For me it reflects what I believe: that Jesus was a human
being, a radical preacher in the Jewish tradition, killed by an occupying power,
with the connivance of other local religious leaders who were frightened and
disturbed by the increasing popularity of his ideas. Given the events in our
world over the last year, the report's concluding words remain eerily relevant
and true for the continuing tragedies of our age. They are worth repeating as
we now honour of one of our most influential religious teachers.
"Jesus did give men profound moral insights into the nature of man and of God,
and through his life these insights were active in the lives of other men. 'We
believe that Christians have not only the right, but the duty to be free to seek
new truth wherever it may be found."

"Freedom in religion, as everywhere in life, makes high demands on the
individual. At the present day many people seem to find these demands too
heavy, and are returning to forms of authoritarianism which we believe to be
dangerous to the human spirit. In &e long run authoritarianism in society
and authoritarianism in religion go together, on the one hand, as freedom in
society and freedom in religion go together on; the other. We believe that at the
present moment a tremendous choice lies before mankind."
"Many people to-day stand outside religious fellowship or throw in their lot with
authoritarianism because they believe that they have to choose between
dogmatism and scepticism. We hope that this Report will bring home to such
people the fact that there is another attitude: the attitude of open-minded
certainty. The faith of those who take up this attitude is not empty of content,
but results in the great affirmations we have laid before you. We hope that when
people realize that the choice is not between dogmatism and scepticism, but
rather between a dogmatic faith and a free faith, they will choose freedom. To
those who make this choice, religion is an adventure of the spirit, and not a
rule of safety."
"Yet at every step of the way, men shall find, if they are faithful to their vision
and trust it utterly, that, somehow, something in the Universe responds to their
need. And this something is the Spirit bearing witness with our spirits that we
are children of God."
Keith Brown

The views expressed in Hull Unitarian magazine are solely those of the contributors
and do not necessarily represent the views of Hull Unitarian Church.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
We hold a regular Friday Coffee Morning, held in the Church between 10.30
and 12.00 noon. Often this is in support of local charities, (see the Reaching
Out item), and everyone is welcome to come along for a coffee and chat.
We meet for worship on Sundays at 11.00 am. at our Park Street church:-

APRIL 2014
Sunday 6th

Circle Service with Keith Brown, 11.00am. Followed by
Congregational Meeting

Sunday 13th Service with Adrian Worsfold, 11.00am.
Sunday 20th Service with David Arthur, 11.00am.
Sunday 27th Service with Elizabeth Faiers, 11.00am.
MAY 2014
Sunday 4th

Circle Service with Keith Brown, 11.00am.

Sunday 11th Service with Stephen Carlile, 11.00am.
Sunday 18th Service with Rosemary Arthur, 11.00am.
Sunday 25th Service details to be confirmed, 11.00am.
Sunday 1st June

Circle Service, 11.00am. Followed by
Congregational Meeting

Join us for worship. We sing, we reflect, we pray and meditate together. We
often listen to an address prepared by the worship leader. We draw from
sources of insight both traditional and modern. You will be very welcome.

