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As noted on the adjacent page, our trustees are Mavis Lake,
Chair; John Williams, Secretary; Chris Carr, Treasurer; Tim
Fountain, Safeguarding Officer; and Sheena McKinnon,
representing the wider UK Unitarian community.
Mavis Lake is well known to all members, old and new,
and has been a stalwart of our church for 35 years. She
is much involved in the day to day operations of our
church and uses her experience and her grace to chair
our meetings.
John Williams has family connections with the church that
go back longer than Mavis has been involved. One of the
benches in our Peace Garden at the rear of the church
carries the Williams name. John provides his experience
as a trustee in several organisations.
Chris Carr is a newer member of our church who is
making a valuable contribution as treasurer, worship
leader and in organising and supporting church events.
Chris led our involvement in the Hull Pride event this
year.
Tim Fountain has attended the church now for two years
and also has a connection with Scarborough Unitarians.
He and his family bring much joy to our congregation
when they attend.
Sheena McKinnon has agreed to be co-opted this year
and brings with her a wider perspective on the UK
Unitarian movement. She is a member of Bradford
Unitarians, an executive member of the Yorkshire
Unitarian Union, and a co-opted member of the UK
Unitarian national executive. Sheena supported Chris at
the Hull pride and has led worship for our congregation.

Pastoral Letter
Gratitude is something that we sometimes fail
to articulate but it is important to do so and
since my health scare I have been very
mindful of the gratitude I feel for all who
support me in my efforts as your minister.
This is truly a ministry of all believers, in
which each who contributes in whatever way
you are able, is making a contribution to us
all and especially to me as I strive to provide for your pastoral
and spiritual needs.
First among us in providing support is our ever-green
chairperson, Mavis Lake. Recently when we fare-welled Kitty
McGowan, Mavis yet again stepped in to do the washing up. I
was at the crematorium for the committal ceremony and it was
literally a case of while the ‘Catts away’. Of course, Mavis
enjoys all she does, but nonetheless we are so often in her
debt. Our worship leaders from our congregation are also
people who make ministry possible, because I can feel
confident of the quality of worship when I am away on
business or on leave. Chris Carr, Bernard McHugh and our
new trustee Sheena McKinnon can be relied upon to provide
worship for our congregation. I am also grateful to Elizabeth
Williams and Bernard McHugh who led Thursday meditation
during my absence on leave in July. Adrian Worsfold has
helped us with recorded music which we have a license to use
for the weeks when we do not have a musician.
On the social side Georgina Hawkes is a tower of strength and
of love, and is ably supported by Sarah and also by Rod
Baker. Glenn is also a very welcome support. Others who
regularly offer support include Andy Perrins who is always the
first to put his name upon the roster to open up the church.

John Goforth’s regular contribution of flowers is also very
welcome. Marie Penn continues to take an interest in our
activities and always has some words of wisdom when I visit.
We are very fortunate to have Valerie Fish as our
administrator. She is always ahead of the curve and her
initiative and anticipation make my ministry load that much
easier. She is ably supported by David Kennington who
manages our accounts and by Sarah who maintains our
premises. We are also guided by our trustees, Mavis Lake,
John Williams, Chris Carr, Tim Fountain and Sheena
McKinnon.
My engagement with Brian McGowan over the loss of his
beloved wife Kitty has encouraged me to renew my efforts to
reach out to older members who may not be able to come to
church. I enjoy my visits with those with whom I have
established a connection and I hope that others may yet take
up my offer to visit. It could help my efforts if some of our older
more abled-bodied members could come with me on some of
these visits, as familiar faces can make things easier to initiate.
Chris Carr, in a recent service, talked about how very simple
things can add to the quality of our caring community. Your
presence when you are able, at our Friday gatherings, or at
meditation on Thursdays, or at Sunday worship, is a joy to
others. If there are old friends that you would like to visit with
me, then please consider my request for help in renewing
contacts.

Ralph

Robin Gilby is an occasional and welcome visitor to Hull from his base in
London. His mum passed away recently and Robin has drawn some comfort
from our caring spiritual community. We publish below his thoughts at a
salient moment in his life.

“Our hospitals should be the forests and the
fields, the rivers and the sky. Our doctors
should be the trees and our nurses the
flowers. Our medicine should be the wind on
our faces."
These words came to me as I sat by a pond on Hampstead Heath in
London, on a Saturday evening in May. I was taking a break from the
stuffy, sealed room in the hospital that my mum occupied. At that
time, although things were serious, I did not know that the next day
would be her last in this life. I longed to be able to open a window so
that she might feel a breeze on her skin, and hear the sounds of the
outside world. I was aware of how little humanity and spiritual caring
there was in the hospital, and what a deep healing and comfort is to
be found in nature; my mother had a lifelong love of nature, which she
passed on to me. I would play nature sounds to her from my phone,
to try and bring some sense of
the natural world to her. She
was a woman of immensely
deep faith, and although she
was far from ready to move on
from this life, I know that she
faced the situation with deep
belief and courage. She held
my hand with such strength
that evening, with a love
transcending and eternal.

Hull Unitarians’ Literary Traditions To Continue.
Based upon Notes from Malcolm M Strachan
Malcolm’s father, Charles M Strachan, provided a record of the
immediate family and friends of his family who were active in
the Park Street church before the first world war. The church
was a major part of the lives of five or six extended families,
some of whom identified their
involvement back to the days when
the church was located at Bowl Alley
Lane.
Malcolm Strachan wrote that these
families included the Leonards, the
Rymers, the Smalls, the Strachans,
and the Brocklebanks. Others
included the Lowreys and Prince
families. During the war, many
Unitarian families in Hull suffered
losses including the death of Albert
Rymer and H. A. Prince.
After the war, the Sunday school at the church was very active
and Malcolm wrote that as the children grew up, the teenagers
formed a dramatic society, and they performed plays including
by Oscar Wilde ‘to a very high’ standard. There was also a
Literary and Social Union which included evenings where
‘anonymous papers’ were read, which were written by
members.

We are reviving the literary tradition with two plays planned.
See the advertisement for Jesus, Queen of Heaven to be
performed in November and we also plan for the UK premier of
an award winning Australian short play in March 2018.

The Great Illusion

by Norman Angell

The Jean Renoir anti-war film,
“La Grande Illusion” of 1937 was
inspired by this book. Angell
published in 1909, but his CV
also includes the Nobel Peace
prize in 1934, for this book and
he remains the only person to get
a peace prize for writing a book.
He was a Bradford MP from
1929-31.

The thesis of the book is blindingly obvious but very
difficult to get people to believe. It is that in an
interconnected, interdependent world, war is out of date
because the way to get rich is to trade with your
neighbours not fight them. Adam Smith states this
clearly in Wealth of Nations in the mid-18th century. 150
years later, Angell was still making the same points
about the benefits of trade and the destruction of blood
and treasure in any and every war. This book was
written on the eve of the outbreak of the Great War and
is chiefly interesting because of Angell’s reporting of the
current attitudes which he quotes at length from
newspapers and contemporary politicians and authors.
In retrospect, it could be seen that they were all in a
“Hobbesian trap” where they felt that they had to be
armed to the teeth and be prepared to undertake preemptive strikes to protect perceived national interests.

Angell could point out that because of the nature of
industrial production and trade, even the overwhelming
victory of Prussia in the Franco- Prussian war of 1870
had brought no discernible benefit to Prussia.
Angell points to the interconnectedness of his world of
the telegraph and the steam train, and that capital flows
in the bourses of the world are immediately affected by
war, and that we have a vested interest in the prosperity
of our neighbours so that they can buy our goods and
keep our factories busy.
He points out that capital stock taken from a place where
it was being used will immediately become worth much
less. i.e. the Viking raider model of pillage no longer
works. All Angell’s observations about a modern
economy apply many times over in our modern
globalised world of instant communication, rapid travel
and worldwide commercial flows.
I confess I had never heard of Angell until I came across
him in some “Bradford, City of Peace” literature a few
years ago. I was prompted to read him after finding him
quoted in Pinker’s “The Better
Angels of our Nature”.
Reviewed by Seth Jenkinson
December 2016

Hull Pride 2017

Thanks to a last-minute rallying of personnel, we made it. At
one point, we did think that we would have to drop our
involvement in the event. Ralph and Sue were at a family
wedding in Australia and there was a lack of general uptake.
Also, whilst the timing of Pride was at the start of the holidays
(probably to get more punters) it also meant there were people
away who would have helped. It was disappointing that we
could not take part in the parade and because of this we
couldn’t give away as many of the excellent “We Will Marry
You” leaflets as we wanted.
Hey, the main thing is, we were there - a presence is all
important. I must thank Stephen Carlile, Rosemary Frances,
Sheena McKinnon, Andy Perrins and Lisa Walker for their help
and hard work. The sun shines on the righteous and the
unrighteous so they say and we were very lucky. The stall was
well decorated, it was easy to assemble everything and we
were fully staffed all day. Sheena and I had great fun trying to
get off site in her car once we had set up, this is a tale that will
pop up in the future I’m sure. The brand-new banner was very
effective and it can be used at various YUU events. We packed
away just in time as, when we left the park, the rain started to
fall! Despite my initial reservations about the use of Queens
Gardens and lack of space, it created a really good atmosphere
that was safe, secure and above all central to the population of
Hull.

We were next to the LGBT Christians who were very helpful.
It’s good for similar organisations to be grouped together but I
wondered if it looked like we were competing? I think if there
can be other faith groups there next year it would really help. I
was surprised at the absence of Quakers, Humanists and any
Pagan Association who are all commonly at Prides.
We didn’t shift too many leaflets, but the ones we did were very
well received. Sheena’s dog Diva got lots of attention and we
had also put a lot of non-inflated balloons on the stall which
were popular to take away. I took a careful note of what other
stalls were doing were doing for ideas for the next year.
Because of this I have had some thoughts which will link in well
with the publicity workshop on Saturday 23rd September 12:3016:30. We do need to have something interactive to do, a
reason to come. E.g. the LGBT Christians had prayer requests,
Labour were running a petition, other organisations had
membership sign ups. Also, we should get more small things to
take away -. some organisations had produced little bags with
items, trinkets and leaflets in. We definitely need some
Unitarian T-Shirts for next year. It just works and gives us
identity.
On a final note, a big thankyou to the Yorkshire Unitarian Union
for funding some leaflets and to the UK Unitarian General
Assembly for funding the banner. It’s good to know our church
is supported by a wider body.

Report by Chris Carr

We have in our possession at Hull Unitarian Church
a
baptism font which, according to Marie Penn, was originally
the font used by the grandfather of John Wesley. If this is the
case the font dates from the 17thC. Marie Penn tells me that in
her childhood, she attended a Methodist Church in Poole
(Dorset) and that when this church
closed, the font was given to Marie
and Ernest who were then at the
Poole Unitarian Chapel. The
significance of the lineage of this
font is evidenced by the attached
article which is reproduced with
permission. It identifies John
Westley (the grandfather of
Wesley) as a dissenting minister,
and that he was the pastor of a
dissenting chapel in Poole from
1663 until his death in 1678.

JOHN WESTLEY (1636-1678)
Grandfather of John Wesley 1703-1791 By David Hilton
John Westley’s father, Bartholomew was rector of Charmouth
in Dorset. In 1662 he was ejected from his living. He used his
medical skills to support himself and his family financially.
Bartholomew lived quietly among his old parishioners. He was
generally respected for his benevolence and blameless
character. On 15 February 1670 Bartholomew died and was
buried at Lyme Regis.

John Westley was born in 1636. As a schoolboy, he became
a convinced Christian. He became a student at New Inn Hall,
Oxford, where he was noted for his seriousness and diligence.
He studied Oriental languages. He was highly regarded as a
devout and promising young student by the great Puritan
theologian, Dr John Owen, who had been appointed by Oliver
Cromwell as Vice Chancellor of Oxford University.
John warmly supported Owen’s Congregational views, and
very likely, Owen’s Calvinism. He attached himself, after
leaving Oxford, to a Congregational ‘gathered church’ at
Weymouth, where he exercised his gifts as a preacher. His
preaching was highly regarded and led to the conversion of
many.
In 1658 when the vicar of Winterborn-Whitchurch, near
Blandford, died, the parishioners chose John to be their
pastor. John was approved by the county Commission of
Triers, a body set up to test the suitability of all candidates for
the Christian ministry.
In 1659 John married Miss White, the daughter of John White
(1574-1648), Presbyterian minister of Dorchester, who played
a significant part in the Westminster Assembly (1643-1649).
Miss White was also a niece of Thomas Fuller, the church
historian.
In summer 1661, John was put in prison for not using the
Book of Common Prayer in his parish church. In 1662 his
ministry ceased since he could not conform to Parliament’s
new Act of Uniformity. His congregation were in tears as he
preached his last sermon to them on the text, ‘And now
brethren, I commend you to God and the word of His grace.’

The Dissenters of Ilminster, Bridgwater and Taunton
supported John’s clandestine ministry and he preached in
various Nonconformist congregations. He frequently
preached for Joseph Alleine, the Puritan author of ‘An Alarm
to the Unconverted.’
In 1663 John was invited to become pastor of a
Congregational congregation at Poole in Dorset. On four
occasions he was imprisoned for preaching illegally. His
struggles with persecution and poverty led to his early death
in 1678, when he was only 42 years old.
John’s son, Samuel, changed the family name to ‘Wesley’,
and left Nonconformity to become an Anglican clergyman.
Two of Samuel’s sons, John and Charles Wesley, would
add their grandfather’s Puritan Evangelical faith and
Dissenting practices to their Anglican upbringing.
John Westley had exercised an itinerant ministry from
1662, had pastorally cared for the poor, had stuck
conscientiously to his principles and had lived a simple,
godly life. He had wanted to go as a missionary to America,
but had been prevented from doing so by circumstances.
His grandsons, John and Charles Wesley, would fulfil that
dream by going to Georgia, but even more so, by their
itinerant evangelism in England. While professing loyalty to
the Church of England, John and Charles, started a
Methodist movement, which after their deaths, would
become a Nonconformist denomination.
Article reprinted from Cross†Way Issue Autumn 2010 No. 118 (Copyright
David Hilton is a Lay Preacher and retired civil servant living in Wellingborough, Northants. Source: http://archive.churchsociety.org/crossway/

(c) John Cape, Forth Valley Unitarian Fellowship

I am plankton, a child of the ocean
People eat the fish; the fish that feast on me
I had a lovely home
In a cool, less acid sea…
This is Today
I will not be here, unless you make another way
I am a child of the forest,
With many like me, I live with fear, I sleep fitfully,
I had a lovely home
It is now open prairie…
This is Today
Must this be the only way?

I am a child of the Pacific, Kiribati is home for me
My Government says, we must Migrate with Dignity
I had a lovely home
It will soon be memory
This is Today
Is it too late to find another way?
I am a child of the cliff
Once a whole community
I had a lovely home
It is now the Sea….
This is Today
Can’t there be another way?
I am you, I am me
I am my child, I am your child
To sleep at night
To wake with hope…
We will be another way
Hello Tomorrow
This poem was read at Hull Unitarian Church on Sunday Sept 3 during our
worship, which was led by Jon Cape. The theme was earthrise and the
discussion concerned climate change and what we can do in our own lives.

Peace in our Time, by Ralph Catts
The phrase, ‘peace in our time’, was made famous by the words
spoken by Neville Chamberlain, as he returned from Munich in 1938
and held up the treaty he signed with Hitler. History has condemned
appeasement, but surely it was a worthy endeavour, especially since
Chamberlain had witnessed the condition of many devastated
survivors of the ‘great’ War, and the impact on their families.
The case for peace seems undeniable. In the book review by Seth
Jenkinson (see this issue of our magazine), we learn that the case for
peace was well made by Norman Angel in 1909. Please read the
arguments that Seth has summarised. If the case for peace is strong,
how is it that this seems to be the path least followed by some political
leaders? What can we do to, in the words of John Lennon, ‘Give
Peace a Chance’? Lennon suggests that ‘ev'rybody's talking about
(peace) Ministers, sinisters, banisters and canisters, Bishops and
Fishops and Rabbis and Popeyes’. His song offers a chant like
repetition of ‘Give Peace a Chance’. The chant may inspire you, but
what can we do as citizens to make a difference?
Quaker’s Commitment to Peace
In the 17th Century, the Quakers first proclaimed their commitment to
peace in a letter written by Margaret Fell to the King and in the earlier
actions of George Fox to decline a commission with words that
included, ‘You can’t kill the devil with a gun or a sword’. This
commitment to peace has inspired generations of Quakers to adopt
passivism as a way of life.
Since declaring their commitment to peace in 1660, Quakers have opposed
all wars. How the Quaker belief in peace is translated into action is
something that all Quakers must determine for themselves. Unitarians
likewise must each reach our own decisions, but we can at least consider the
Quaker response as offering some forms of action.
In the Swarthmore Lecture (Bailey, 1993) at least three ways in which
Quakers act for peace are described. The first is a refusal to bear arms or to
take part in military service. Many Quakers resist the call to arms and
also oppose conscription. Some who take this pacifist stance volunteer for
service as medics in Ambulance Units or by assisting victims of war. Such
efforts are not universally respected. For instance, in 1918 the
Representation of the People Act – which extended the right to vote to men
over 21 and introduced votes for women for the first time – banned certain
conscientious objectors from voting or standing for election for five years.
Quakers have coupled their refusal to fight with work to provide rehabilitation
to the victims of war, on both sides.

Quakers were active during both World Wars and were honoured for their
relief work with the Nobel peace prize in 1947.
Hull Unitarians make a small contribution to assist the victims of war by our
fund raising and my pastoral care for members of the Hull Veterans’ Support
Centre. Likewise, our support for the Open Doors Refugee Centre is
assistance for the victims of wars in Syria and Afghanistan.
The third element of the Quaker approach is a commitment to active
peace making. Quakers are known for being involved through their
chapters and national bodies in what is called ‘non-formal diplomacy’.
Their good offices are utilised by all parties in many conflicts around
the world. According to Bailey, in the 1970s it was estimated that '10%
of the diplomatic community had met each other under Quakersponsored auspices’.
Quakers also make the case for paying that portion of their taxes that
is spent on the military, on peacebuilding instead. They claim this right
as a direct manifestation of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
Article 18: which is the right of freedom to manifest a religion or belief
in practice of thought, conscience and religion.
Are some wars ‘just’?
One of the dilemma’s that we face when we seek peace, is that there
are times when the threat of violence can seem to result in some
good. This appeared to be the case in East Timor in 2006, when with
United Nations endorsement, Australian, New Zealand, Malaysian and
Portuguese forces combined to bring about a successful end to civil
unrest and violence. There were grievances on both sides and it
required the strength of the military presence to bring people to the
table to talk.
Peace Within.
Peace must start within ourselves, and that is no mean challenge
because there are always things that can cause us to get angry and to
want revenge. However, to seek peace in our time, we also need
social action. Do the Quakers offer us some models for individuals to
take action?
Reference:
Bailey, Sidney (1993) Peace is a Process. http://
www.quakersintheworld.org/quakers-in-action/111

An Astronomers’ Tale – A Life Under the Stars
By Gary Fildes
Gary Filde’s first glimpse of the moon through his elder
brother’s telescope lit the spark which ignited his interest
in astronomy. However, it was an interest that lay
dormant for long years. As Gary turned to manhood in
the declining years of the North East, he became
unemployed, depressed and angry. His anger found
expression in football hooliganism and in fighting
between rival gangs. After he was injured in one particularly violent
encounter his distraught young wife suggested he take up an offer of
an apprenticeship in bricklaying.
This proved to be a lifeline. He took to the skills of bricklaying and an
early project was the building of a small observatory for a group of
Sunderland astronomy enthusiasts. His initial enthusiasm was
rekindled; he became a bricklayer by trade and a dedicated amateur
astronomer by choice. He read widely and was a devoted view of
Patrick Moore’s Sky at Night.
The North East is blessed with the dark skies of the Kielder Forest far
away from the light pollution of the big cities. A group of astronomy
enthusiasts, which included Gary, came up with the excellent idea of
building an observatory that would make full advantage of this
resource. Gary was invited to be Director of the project. Seventeen
years later and after an immense effort by volunteers and others, the
project opened its doors staffed by over 12 full time and part time
staff. In the pursuit of such success Gary was awarded an honorary
Master of Science degree, invited to visit the world’s leading
telescopes and met some of the greatest scientific minds of today.
Plans are afoot for a next generation £20 million extension and
strengthening links with universities. This book makes a fascinating
read especially as its chapters are interspersed with star maps of
norther skies to tempt the reader to make their own explorations.
Reflecting on his life in astronomy Gary was asked by a visitor is the
study of science had made him more or less spiritual. His answer
was ‘Astronomy has made me more spiritual that I ever imagined I
could be’.
Gary’s book comes with plenty of illustrations and you can also follow
his progress and that of the Kielder Observatory on the internet.
Book Reviewed by Bernard McHugh

VALE CHESTER

For several years Chester has been a welcome
contributor to our Hull Unitarian magazine, with a little
bit of help from his owner and friend, Barry Cundill.
Sadly, Chester has died, and hence we will miss his
sense of humour in print and his company, especially
during our Friday gatherings. Even toward the end of
his life, when the spirit was willing but his legs were a
little slow, he still could get enthusiastic, especially
when a biscuit was in the offing.
We know that Chester was a great companion for
Barry and was very much his ‘best mate’. Everyone
connected with the church extends our sympathy to
Barry.

transgender Jesus.
Performance dates:
Friday 3rd November at 7:30pm,
Saturday 4th November at 2:30pm
Venue: Hull Unitarian Church, Park Street
Tickets: on sale now. http://www.brownpapertickets.com/
event/3065292 (with booking fee) or from the church

